Syphilitic hepatitis treated with doxycycline in an HIV-infected patient and review of the literature.
An HIV-infected male patient who had sex with men and with a penicillin allergy presented with liver dysfunction due to secondary syphilis and was successfully treated with doxycycline. This case highlights that syphilitic hepatitis may be overlooked in this particular population, and health care providers should be attuned to this diagnosis. Doxycycline may be an acceptable alternative to penicillin for treatment of this clinical syndrome.